Veak!

Estimates of Soviet Medium and
Heavy lanks in Active Units Stationed
in the NATO Guidelines Area (NGA)

Secfet

Segqret

May 1974

Copy No.




<
!

iy, //

/




SECRET

24 May 1974

MEMORANDUM

Estimates of Soviet Medium and Heavy
Tanks in Active Units Stationed in the
NATO Guidelines Area (NGA)

1. DIA in coordination with CIA has been con-
ducting an intensive reassessment concerning the
number, type, location, and estimated subordination
of medium and heavy tanks with Soviet forces in the
NGA. Based on this analysis, we have raised our
estimate of the total number of Soviet tanks in the
NGA by about 500. The main factor which led to this
increased estimate is our belief that the increase
in numbers of tanks per division, which had been
under way for the past 4 to 5 years has now been
almost completed. Our previous estimate had assumed
that only part of the divisions had been affected by
the increases.

This memorandum was produced jointly by the CIA
Office of Strategic Research and the DIA Soviet/

aw— Pact Ared bivision] It is issued as part
of a continuing CIA/DIA effort to improve the data
base on Warsaw Pact manpower in support of the MBFR
negotiations.
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2. The current joint estimates are summarized

below:
Current Previous
Estimate* Estimate
(Rounded) (Rounded)
Soviet tanks in:
East Germany 7100 6800
Poland 650 600
Czechoslovakia 1330 1200
9100 8600
Tanks with Indigenous Forces: 6900 6900
TOTAL NGA: 16000 15500

3. CIA and DIA intend to update these estimates

on a quarterly basis with the next update scheduled
for release on 1 July 1974.

* Because of rounding, components may not add to

total shown.
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